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RAMONA PARLOR TO NOMINATE GRAND
PARLOR DELEGATES—REDDING CA

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2003

Menu

Tender Pork Loin Fillets
Pasta with Rapini
Tossed Green Salad
Beverages and Dessert
$6.00 per person

Please RSVP to ensure that we
bring enough food. Please call
(626) 288-2026 to reserve your
place.

We eat in the Grapevine Room on
the corner of  Mission and Santa
Anita in San Gabriel.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings to all members and friends,

On February 4th, a beautiful memorial was presented at the Johnson
Space Center in memory of the Columbia Astronauts. As so many
expressed, they were so close to their home and reunion. Our President
and all of us have been tested again with this tragedy. We will go
forward as these brave men and women would have wanted—may their
families find comfort in knowing that so many  admired their loved
ones and held them in their highest esteem.

Our commemorative plaque dedication at the Sanchez Adobe is fast
approaching. I hope many of you can attend. The committee mem-
bers are: Art Claro, Roberta Overton, Lottie Scavo, Frances Addante,
Harry Beardo, Harry Scholar and Diane de Winstaley.

Nominations for Grand Parlor convention delegates will be held at the
next meeting. Please let me know if you would like to represent
Ramona Parlor and attend the Convention.

In Friendship, Loyalty and Charity
-Ola Addante

SANCHEZ ADOBE COMMEMORATIVE
DEDICATION—FEBRUARY 22 10 AM

Dona Maria Casilda de
Lobo was granted 2,300
acres by Governor Michel-
torena in 1844. One of the
things she was required to
do was to complete the
construction of an adobe
home on the property by
1845. She built it just

west of the Rio Hondo. typical of most adobes built

Hay, sand, clay and water
were used to make the
adobe bricks. The bricks
were 3 and 4 inches thick
and measured two feet
wide by four feet long.
They were sun dried for at
least a month. The adobe
has three rooms and was

during that period. No
glass and sparse wood,
window covers were cCow-
hide. The floor was earth.
Dona Maria lost the prop-
erty when the bank fore-
closed on it due to nonpay-
ment of taxes. Itis the
oldest home in the Monte-
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NEW YEAR BEGINS WITH THE LOSS OF THREE BELOVED
BROTHERS—Peter De Santis, Mike Lotito and John Mackay

Mike Lotito was a kind, decent, quiet man. He
lived in Alhambra with his loving wife Nancy
and sold San Antonio Wines for years. Taken
too soon, he was only 69 years old when he
passed away on January 9th. A regular gambling
guest on the Museum Stateline Turnaround, he
will be missed by all who knew him.

The Italian-American community was shocked at
the untimely passing of Peter De Santis on Janu-
ary 8th. He passed away almost one year to the
day after his wife beloved wife Emma. He was
80 years old and died from complications arising
from open heart surgery. Brother De Santis was
very active in the Sons of Italy and proud of his
Italian heritage. He also served as vice-president
of the Federated Italo-Americans of Southern
California and was active in several other groups
including the Foresters,, Unico National, the
Caneto Colony of Saints and the St. Anthony
Society. A natural leader, he was energetic and
focused. An ambitious man who shared his
love and time, the entire Italian community
mourns his loss.

John Mackay joined the Native Sons over 27
years ago. His father-in-law, Phil Molen, a 60-
year member of  Glendale Parlor, brought John
into the organization shortly after he married his
daughter Flora. John was a widower when he
met his vivacious wife at the Senior’s Club and
they complimented each other perfectly.

John managed the First Nationwide Bank of
Glendale for many years and Flora kept him
hopping (literally) as square dancing was one of
their favorite pastimes. John was also an ener-
getic golfer. Unfortunately Alzheimer's Disease
clouded his memory and a stroke made it difficult
to get around. In one sense, his entry into the
Grand Parlor on High was not an unwelcome
one.

John Fornelli, our inside Sentinel, lost his brother
Frank earlier this month. He had been battling
illness for the past several months and finally,
just let go. John and his brother were very close.
It is always so hard to lose the ones we love.

Our sincere condolences to all of the family and
friends of our deceased brothers.

She’s Baaaack! Curator Dr. Susan Gleason Delays Move to Oregon
Museum Renovation and New Lighting to Begin this Month

We are so very pleased to have
Susan Gleason back on our staff,
even if it is for a limited time.
She is a capable and gifted cura-
tor and she has agreed to super-
vise the installation of our new
Museum lighting as soon as she
has a chance to review the plans.

Brother Marty Diaz and his
brother Paul have agreed to han-
dle the installation which will
take place the moment Susan l

The Building Committee is Poised to Pave

Asphalt or Concrete?

selects and purchases the fixtures.

www.ramonaparlor.org
www.ramonaparlor.org

8 Most of the lighting will be on tracks
¥ although some pinpoint lighting will

l be added to highlight some of the art
exhibits.

Susan will also look over some of the
signage around our exhibits and try to
replace any frail or damaged signs.

She has finished placing all of our

artifacts into the computer. We will
- add photos and offer the entire col-
_ lection on our website. Check it out!

The City of San Gabriel is going to  remove the
huge palm tree in front of the wall on the east
side of our parking lot. Once the tree is removed,
they will demolish the wall and install a large
electric sliding gate to offer security to the Put-
nam Mural.

The artist Putt Putnam left room for a sign on the
left side of the Mural. Dale Boeck, owner of
Mission Art Center AND the building, has
worked with the City on the sign’s design. It will
read: T Mission Art Center, Ramona Museum
of California History and the San Gabriel Fine

Arts Association. The Cityis prepared to light
the sign and place an attractive fagade along the
top of the mural to frame it and help protect it
from the elements.

and we can touch up the paint.

Good job guys!

The Building Committee is currently accepting
bids for both asphalt and concrete as they con-
sider the replacement of our parking lot.

The Building Committee is investigating a persis-
tent leak upstairs near the desk in the library.

Once it is repaired, tiles can be replaced through-
outthe  building, the carpeting can be finished
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8th Annual Stateline Turnaround Planned for April 2nd
Proceeds to Finance Scholarships for History Competitions

Seats are going fast! Fill outthe enclosed
flyer and reserve your spot on the bus today!

As always visitors are treated to an almost deca-
dent food fest that begins with coffee and donuts
before we even get onto the bus! Once we are
underway and we have picked up our fellow
gamblers at Fairplex, cookies and fruit are of-
fered. Later on, everyone enjoys a delicious
mouth-watering sandwich donated by Claro’s
Italian Market. Of course, we need to compli-
ment it with chips and soft drink on the side.
After that, more cookies, more donuts and what-
ever else is left over. What a blast!

We also play BINGO on the trip to Stateline. We
bet on everything, from the time we arrive to the
outside temperature. All of the proceeds
from the day will be placed into a scholarship
fund for history competitions planned for stu-
dents in the fourth, eighth and high school
grades.

There will be two pick up points this year. For
the gamblers going to our San Gabriel location,

farS

Even the Price is Lucky—$21.00 p/p

leaves promptly at 7 AM. We will make a
second stop at Fairplex to pick up gambler’s
from the east San Gabriel Valley and then we are
on our way to Buffalo Bill’s for eight hours of
unrestricted gambling and fun! A voucher for a
free buffet is included  (if you have any room
for food after the trip up).

On the way back, enjoy popcorn while you relax
with a video or simply close your eyes and

¢

Sick and Disabled N

snooze. We plan to have Fairplex home by about
10:30 PM and San Gabriel back by 11:00 PM.

Can’t go, but want to support the scholarship
program? Join Sidney Epstein and Harry
Beardo, donate directly to the program as a
ghost rider. It’s a great way to help!

The Museum staff was pleasantly
surprised to have our old friend Verne
Koenig and his wonderful wife Laura
visit us in both December and January.
Brother Koenig is weak, but stouthearted
as he continues to receive dialysis a
couple of times per week.

Chris Deghi had knee surgery. It was
successful, but he hurt himself during his
therapy session. He thought more was
better and he hurt himself. Unfortu-

nately, he is still at USC
County Hospital.

Frank Theiss came to us from Pasadena
Parlor and he is currently living in
Oregon. He is in poor health and needs
to know that he may live far away, but he
is certainly not forgotten by his brothers.

Grady could be doing better. He had a
slight stroke and is just not himself.
Grady, come to a meeting, we miss you!

For those of our members and friends
that are not faring well, please accept the
best wishes and heart-felt prayers for
good health and complete, speedy
recovery.

Be careful about
reading health
books. You may
die of a misprint.

-Mark Twain

Chris Lotito and Charles Finkelstein Earn 25 year Pins p)

Years of Service and Loyalty Deserve Recognition

_

Congratulations Brother Lotito and Brother
Finkelstein!

Time flies when you’re having fun and it proba-
bly seems like yesterday when you were initiated
into the Native Sons of the Golden West and
attended meetings of Ramona Parlor #109.

Ritual and tradition are the cornerstones of the
Native Sons and we hope that the two of you will
join us as our guests at the next meeting to re-
ceive your 25-year pins. It is so inspirational to

our younger members to know that some of our
brothers have supported the parlor for more years
than some of them have been alive!

Chris Lotito was very active in the Parlor when it
was located on Figueroa Street in Highland Park.
He handled all of the rentals of the huge hall and
helped with the set up and clean up for hundreds
of parties he coordinated there. He has always
been active in the Sons of Italy and has always
taken great pride in his Italian roots.

Charles Finkel- stein came
to us from Pasadena Parlor, but we are proud to
recognize him among our brothers and are
thrilled to be able to offer him a pin to com-
memorate 25 years of membership in the
Native Sons.
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339 South Mission
San Gabriel, CA 91776
P.O. Box 292
San Gabriel, CA 91776

Phone: 626-289-0034
Fax: 626-289-4453

Californians for California History

Visit us on the Web!

www.ramonaparlor.org

Officers and Committee Chairs 2003

President Ola Addante
First Vice President. Elsie Bracci By-Laws Committee: Harry ———
2nd Vice President. Harry Scholar Scholar "
3rd Vice President Verne Koenig Building Committee: Frank Claro,
Jr Past President Louie Bisetti Louie Bisetti & Roger DiVirgilio
Sr Past President George Carone Financial Committee: Roberta
Trustee 18month Harry Beardo Overton & Frank Claro
Trustee 12month ~ Ann Rogers-Black Membership: Elsie Bracci
Trustee 6month Roger DiVirgilio Sick and Disabled: Louie Bisetti &
Recording Secretary Art Claro Harry Beardo
Financial Secretary ~ Roberta Overton Communications: Verne Koenig
Treasurer Frank Claro Museum: Rosemarie Lippman
Marshall Dominic Billi Auditing: Ann Rogers-Black, John
Inside Sentinel John Fornelli Fornelli & Roger DiVirgilio

Members Roger DiVirgilio, Louie Bisetti and Frank Claro relax

Outside Sentinel Chris Deghi






