
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Native Sons of  the Golden West
Ramona Parlor   #109

Ramona Parlor #109 has 
been approached by  mem-
bers of the Covina Valley His-
torical Society to recognize 
two historic buildings in the 
City of   Covina.  Both struc-
tures currently house two       
delightful community         
museums.  Located behind 
City Hall, the Firehouse Jail 
was built in 1911.  In 1930, 
the Fire Department moved 
out and into the City Hall, but 
the Police Department used 
the place until 1975.  The 
Firehouse Jail has four sturdy 
cells and inmates were often 
led across the street  to eat at 
Longworth’s Café on Citrus 
Avenue.  

Young visitors to the      mu-
seum are often 

“incarcerated” in one of the 
cells until they earn a “Get 
Out of Jail Free Card” that 
makes them  promise to try 
hard in school, listen to their     
parents and not pick on their 
siblings.  It’s all in good fun 
and just part of the museum 
which       contains one of the 
best collections of citrus 
memorabilia and records 
anywhere.

The second historic     build-
ing is a craftsman-style home 
built in 1908 for the Nash 
family who operated a phar-
macy at the northwest corner 
of Citrus and Badillo.  It has 
been transformed into a snap-
shot museum of life at the 
turn-of-the-century. 

Teas are hosted in the home 

to help raise money for the 
Historical Society. 

Land marking these two his-
toric buildings should offer 
both groups a      wonderful 
opportunity to publicize the 
importance of preserving the 
past for the future (the slogan 
of the Covina Valley Historical 
Society).  
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November  2003

Ramona Dinner Meeting 

Dinner Meetings are held the 
second Thursday of each month—
6:00 PM

Next Meeting:  Thursday   Novem-
ber 13, 2003

Baked Ham

Sweet Potatoes

Vegetables

          Tossed Green Salad       

Dessert & Beverages  

Only $6.00 p/p
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N E W S L A T E O F O F F I C E R S T O B E E L E C T E D A N D
P R E S E N T E D A T T H E N E X T M E E T I N G

Most of the officers who have 
served Ramona members 
over the past six months have 
agreed to continue in their 
current positions with the 
exception of one.  The posi-
tion of First Vice President is 
open and nominations will be 
accepted from the floor.

Members are encouraged to 
participate by serving on the 
Board.  Our               organiza-
tion will only     remain strong 
if our leadership is focused 
and active.  

We need your help!

Don’t be satisfied to sit back 

and let the events pass you 
by.  Be an active decision-
maker. Make a commitment 
by accepting a position on the 
Board.

Officers that have agreed to 
continue include:

Ola Addante-President

2nd Vice-Harry Scholar

3rd Vice-Verne Koenig

Recording Secretary-Art Claro

Financial Secretary-Roberta 
Overton

Treasurer-Frank Claro

Marshall-Mario Zanotti

Sentinels:  Chris Deghi and 
John Fornelli

Trustees:  Rodger           DiVir-
gilio, Ann Rodgers-Black and 
Harry Beardo

Don’t be left out!  If the Board 
is not for you,      consider 
serving on one of our commit-
tees.

Ramona Stagecoach 



H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y T O  Y O U !    
M A N Y  H A P P Y  R E T U R N S — Y O U R D I N N E R I S F R E E !

Is it your birthday? Come 
and claim your FREE din-
ner!  

 November:  Gloria

Carone, Marie Fornelli, 
Harold Rodriguez, Gordon 
Shultz, Shirley Maddox

December:  Sal De Grassi, 
Herbert Otto,  Albert 
Simone, Cynthia Smith

Greetings to all Members and 
Friends, 

On October 27, 2003, the 
Montebello YMCA was pre-
sented with an American flag 
and a California Bear Flag by 
the Native Sons and Daugh-
ters.  They are very grateful.  
Thanks to Brothers Art Claro, 
Harry Scholar and Mike Ad-
dante for attending the event.

We received a thank you from 
the San Gabriel Police Depart-
ment for our September 11th 
donation.  Lieutenant/
Explorer       Coordinator Ariel 
Dunan explained that some of 
the funds are used to off-set 
the cost of uniforms and 

equipment for explorer scouts 
who could not    otherwise 
afford to join.

Brothers arrived early for our 
October 9th Bocce Tourna-
ment.  There were three 
courts in use and everybody 
had a great time.  We will try 
this again in the spring.

Now is the time to bring in 
your canned goods to help the 
Casa de San Gabriel.  We will 
present the        groceries 
along with a check at our 
Holiday meeting on December 
11th.

Sadly, because of the    wild-
fires that ravaged our state, 
the Southern       California 
Weekend at Lake Arrowhead 
Resort in November was can-
celled.  The resort explained 
that they may not be able to 
accept reservations until after 
Thanksgiving.  Our sincere 
thanks to the brave firefight-
ers who did such a great job 
fighting the fires.

A wonderful Columbus Day 

celebration was sponsored by 
the Federated Italo-Americans 
of Southern California and 
two of our brothers, LA County       
Supervisor Mike              An-
tonovich and Rosemarie 
Lippman were honored.  Con-
gratulations and thank you for 
all that you do for others!

Have a safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving!

In Friendship, Loyalty and 
Charity, 

Ola Addante

position at the front desk and every-
one was so happy to have both of 
the Koenigs there.  Verne still has to 
undergo       dialysis three or four 
times per week. It is not easy and 
he feels tired much of the time.  We 
were thrilled that he felt well 
enough to come in for a visit.

Grady Hardy has almost made a 
complete recovery from a slight 
stroke he suffered earlier this year.  
He came to our last dinner meeting 
and he looked great!

Louie Bisetti suffered from a 
bout of stomach flu just be-
fore the last meeting.  He had 
to leave, but he recovered 
quickly and was back to nor-
mal the        following day.

Virginia Beardo is           recov-
ering nicely from knee re-
placement surgery.

Verne Koenig and his wife 
Laura visited the Museum a 
couple of weeks ago.  Verne 
immediately took up his old   

God Bless all our sick and dis-
abled brothers.

Quick recovery—Healthy life!  
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S AG E
O L A  A D DA N T E

S I C K A N D  D I S A B L E D  M E M B E R S
R E M E M B E R T H E M I N Y O U R  P R AY E R S

"Happiness is nothing 

more than good health 

and a bad memory"

-Albert Schweitzer 
(1875-1965)

President Ola Addante helps 
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Sometimes a call from a 
friend can make all the 



Ramona Roundup

On Monday, October 27th, 
Ramona Parlor #109 joined 
the Native       Daughters to 
present the Montebello/
Commerce YMCA with an 
American Flag and a Califor-
nia Bear Flag.

The ceremony took place in 
the YMCA building on Beverly 
Blvd.  Ola Addante organized 
the event and presented the 
California Flag to Director 
Mike   Newton in front of sev-
eral Ramona Members, the 
YMCA staff and twenty  kin-

dergartners.

Native Daughter Lisa Cas-
teneda presented the group 
with an American flag.

The kindergartners sang a 
song and everyone moved 
outdoors to watch the raising 
of both flags. 

YMCA Board Chairman Bob 
King concluded the ceremony 
by leading everyone in a flag 
salute..

It was a wonderful event and 
at a temperature of 100 de-

grees, you could say it was 
well-done.

here, he has stated time and 
time again that he owes eve-
rything to the Golden State.  
He may be inexperienced, but 
he is trying to lead the state 
back from the brink of eco-
nomic ruin. 

It seems like a real shame 
that our own Governor would 
not qualify to be a member of 
our group.

Maybe it’s time to revisit the 
issue of allowing non-natives 

It has been an historic time in 
California.  For the first time 
in our state’s history a gover-
nor was recalled and promptly 
replaced. 

There can be no question of 
Govenor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger’s commitment to this 
great state.  Whether you 
agree with his politics or not, 
there is no doubt that he 
loves California. 

Even though he was not born 

to join our group as associate 
members.

Perhaps we might want to think 
in terms of including people 
rather than excluding people so 
that we can keep our organiza-
tion healthy and strong.     -
Editorial Lippman
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D O N ’ T ’  M I S S A M E E T I N G !   L E A R N A B O U T H O W
T O M A K E F L O W E R S A N D S P I R I T S B L O O M

FL AG P R E S E N TAT I O N S M A D E T O Y M C A

D O E S I T B O T H E R A N Y O N E T H A T O U R N E W
G OV E R N O R C A N ’ T J O I N T H E N A T I V E S O N S ? !

San Gabriel contains an unbe-
lievable garden that contains 
dozens of camellia varieties.

Sergio speaks to many  differ-
ent groups about his beloved 
flowers all the time.  He and 
his wife are very knowledge-
able and their experience and 
slide show should make for a 
very interesting and       infor-
mative presentation.  

 Note:  The Grand Parlor will 
join us at our           December 
11th Meeting for their official 
visit.  A representative from 
the Casa de San Gabriel will 
also attend that meeting to 
accept their annual   donation 
to help the less fortunate 

members of our local commu-
nity.  We will also collect 
canned goods at that meeting 
that will help the Casa assem-
ble food baskets for needy 
families.  Begin to set aside 
your cans now!

On November 14th,     mem-
bers and friends will be 
treated to a very special pres-
entation by Sergio Bracci, the 
husband of First Vice-
President Elsie Bracci.  Sergio 
will speak to us about his 
award-winning Camellias and  
offer tips about raising these 
beautiful flowers.

The Braccis are seriously pas-
sionate about their  camellias 
and have        received hun-
dreds of awards for their flow-
ers which are specially      
packaged flowers which are 
flown to competitions all over 
the world.

The backyard of their home in 

 "Do not ask for a light 

load, ask for a strong 

back. The greater the 

challenge, the greater 

the glory. No one can 

ever point to a man 

standing on the top of 

a mountain and say 

that he fell there." 

-yearbook entry of 18-
year-old boy who died 



P.O. Box 292
San Gabriel, CA  91776

Native Sons of the Golden 
West

California History since it was 
located on Figueroa Avenue in 
Highland Park.  She and Dr. 
Susan Gleason , our Curator, 
have helped to organize, cata-
log and display the Ramona 
Collection.  Brother Lippman 
helped negotiate with the City 
of Los Angeles when our    
Figueroa property had to be 
sold and she also helped to 
display the artifacts at their 
new home in San Gabriel.

San Gabriel Councilwoman 
and Friend of the Museum, 
Mary Cammarano, organized 
a contingent from the City of 
San Gabriel to present    
Rosemarie with a Certificate 
of Recognition at the          
Columbus Day Ceremony.  
Our director was a little over-
whelmed by all of the         
attention, but she was very 
happy to have the opportunity 
to thank all of her friends and 
family for their support for 
each of the projects she has 
been involved in.

The Italian American         
community chose to honor 

LA County  Supervisor Michael 
Antonovich and Museum   
Director Rosemarie Lippman 
were both honored by the 
Federated Italo-Americans of 
Southern California at their 
annual Columbus Day      
Celebration on October 11th 
at the Casa Italiana.

Supervisor Antonovich has 
been a celebrated public   
servant who has done a    
tremendous amount of great 
things for our county.  He was 
instrumental  in establishing 
the Amber Alert system.  The 
Amber Alert notifies the public 
about an abducted child    
immediately so that           
kidnappers can be caught 
quickly and young victims can 
be returned to their families 
unharmed.  Brother            
Antonovich is an honest and 
straight-forward politician who 
takes his job of community 
service seriously.  We can all 
be proud that he is a member 
of our Parlor.

Rosemarie Lippman has been 
the Director of our Museum of 

her as Woman of the Year for 
her efforts to restore the   
Historic Italian Hall on Olvera 
Street for its adaptive reuse 
as the first Italian American 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

In addition to working with our 
Museum and the Italian Hall, 
Rosemarie also serves as the 
Curator for the Firehouse-Jail 
Museum in Covina.  She is 
currently working on a huge 
land marking effort in that city 
to identify homes built before 
1925 by painting a cluster of 
oranges near the street     
address on the curb of each 
home.  It is a great community 
project that offers a daily   
reminder of the past         
treasures that surround us 
everyday.  Covina is a small 
historic community with a 
well-defined downtown area 
that dates back to before the 
turn of the last century.

The fact that two Ramona 
members were honored says 
a lot about our group and the 
good  we try to do for our 
community.   

T W O R A M O N A M E M B E R S H O N O R E D B Y T H E I T A L I A N A M E R I C A N

C O M M U N I T Y ,  T W O C I T I E S A N D T H E  C O U N T Y O F  L O S A N G E L E S

Phone: 626-289-0034
Fax: 
Email: www.ramonaparlor.org

Preserving California’s Treasures

The Native Sons of the Golden West is an historic organization that was established in the late 1800s to promote the great State of California.  
With the common bonds of Friendship, Loyalty and Charity, the group became one of the state’s most powerful fraternal organizations at the turn 
of the last century.  Many early California history-makers were members of the Native Sons.   Today the NSGW is an active group of native 
Californians who are dedicated to preserving and promoting the history of our great State. 

We’re on the Web!
www.ramonaparlor.org

Thanks for the 
memories!


